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Weôd be Lost Without You 
 
Just a little shout out to our hardworking 

dedicated farm crew ñJose Moreno, Tyler Leonard, 

Jose Alvarez and these two guys ñJeb Cofer and 

Matt Brown.  Working in the field is often a 

thankless job and weõre lucky that you all are 

willing to be part of the team helping our faculty 

with their research.   

Thank you!                 Photo by Joyce Jones  

Once upon a time, there was a little boy 
whose family was dedicated to raising rabbits. 
 
Photographed here with his family is a young Alan 

Behrens one of Dr. Zhanao Dengõs employees.  Heõs 

the little guy standing closest to the researcher 

who just happened to be his father.  His other 

siblings and mother are pictured to his left.  The 

National Rabbit Raiser was a publication created 

by the American Rabbit Breederõs Association, 

which is still a working association today.   

Fun Rabbit Fact ñThe rabbit test, or "Friedman 

test", was an early pregnancy test developed in 

1931 by Maurice Harold Friedman and Maxwell 

Edward Lapham at the University of 

Pennsylvania. The rabbit test consisted of injecting 

the tested woman's urine into a female rabbit, then 

examining the rabbit's ovaries a few days later, 

which would change in response to a hormone 

secreted only by pregnant women.  The term 

"rabbit test" was first recorded in 1949 and became 

a common phrase in the English language.  

Thanks Alan for sharing this great throwback pic!  

Family PicnicñSaturday, April 22 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. here 

at GCREC! 

The perfect chance to show off your work place to family and friends 

during our Family Picnic April 22nd.  There will be food, fun, games, a 

DJ to keep things rockinõ, relay races, pickup soccer (and perhaps 

kickball or volleyball) a ginormous bouncy houseñtwice as big as last 

yearõs!  Woo-Hoo!  Adults $5 a piece, kids under 16 are free.   Mark 

your calendars and get ready to have some fun with your co-workers and their families.   

Due for Review 
Employee Appraisal Reports must be completed and submitted to Trish Todd on or 

before Friday March 24th.   This is the perfect time of year for a one -on-one conversation 

between supervisors and employees to discuss concerns and goals for the upcoming year.  Our 

Employee Appraisals have significant value despite what you might think.  No, you might not 

get an automatic raise by achieving a positive review, but your appraisal history is taken into 

consideration when the university distributes one -time bonuses or future raises that maybe 

based on a percentage rate.  For example, the university announces that all state -funded 

employees will receive a pay increase of 1.5 to 2.5%.  The percent you receive will be based on 

your past appraisals.  So make sure you keep track of all your accomplishments throughout the 

evaluation year and give yourself a pat on the back for the great work you complete here at 

GCREC.  

New and Familiar Faces Hitting the Halls at GCREC 

Meet Saroj Parajuli, who graduated 

from University of Florida in Fall 2016 

from Agronomy Department. During his 

PhD research, he worked on Sugarcane 

metabolic engineering. He has now 

joined Dr. Dengõs lab and will be 

working on citrus genome editing.  

Some of you might remember this 

familiar face, Xiaobao Ying has 

returned to continue his work in 

Dr. Dengõs program.  Originally 

from Shanghai, China, Xiaobao is 

back as Dengõs Bio Scientist.  

Another familiar face in the halls 

belongs to a former grad student ñ

Bonnie Xie.  She is now working 

for Dr. Johan Desaegerõs program.  

Welcome back Bonnie!  

Wild Kingdom 
It was a vicious battle as two baby sand hill cranes took to 

the ring to fight it out over dinner.  Mom and Dad 

apparently not too concerned as they work at digging up 

grubs and other insects to feed these fast growing 

fledglings.   In the end, the match was voted to be a draw 

and the two champions left the area to fight another day.  
 

Photo by Michelle Middleton -Philpot  


